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were millennia behind the Chinese, who used ivory chopsticks in the
Chou dynasty (1122-247), and wooden or bamboo ones before
that. On the other hand, knives, spoons and ladles are widely spread
on all levels of culture" (Lowie, Cultural Anthropology, p. 65).

Geographical environment does not, then, account for all traits
of culture, particularly the non-material. Judaism, Christianity and
Mohammedanism were born in a physical environment which has
remained much the same. But even to the extent to which physical
environment conditioned cultural pattern, the relation between the
two has not remained constant. Physical environment was more
potent in the past than it is to-day, and is likely to be less in the future.
"For one of the striking features of modern civilization," says Dr.
Dixon, "is the extent to which it is able to override environment and
become independent of it" (Dixon, The Building of Cultures, p* 290).
"The physical needs were, as a rule, those which were first met by
inventions great and small and in bewildering number and variety.
In many cases, the correlation with environment is clear.. . . But
although many of the vast number of inventions here made are
* correlated in some degree with particular environments, and were
devised to meet some local need, probably the majority are based
not on regional but on universal needs and factors, and being inde-
pendent of environment, are useful in Kalamazoo and Timbuctu
as well. This tendency, recognizable also in the history of inventions
as a whole, has, it would seem, significance for the future" (ibid.,
p. 291). The diffusion of culture independent of physical environ-
ment has progressed with increasing rapidity as the obstacles to the
diffusion have been mitigated or eliminated. "On a scale wholly
unprecedented, as we have seen, a type of culture originating, in die
main, in one environment (that of Western Europe) is spreading
into every kind of environment from the arctic to the tropics^
from the stark deserts of the Sahara to the languorous strands of
the South Seas. In marvellous fashion, however, this culture shows
itself able to dominate environment, to build a Kalgoorlie in the
heart of the pitiless desert, or carry the luxuries and sanitation of
New York into the feverish jungles of Panama" (ibid,, p. 301).
Even in earlier days, when man's control over nature was much